What is claimed is : ^ 

1. An apparatus for e/ffecting necrosis of an uterine 
endometrium comprising: 

an applicator comprMing a catheter for insertion 
into the uterus, said catheteaf Waving a proximal and a distal 
end, and a distendable bladder attached to said proximal end; 

inflating means connected to said distal end for 

distending said distendable/ bladder; 

/ \ 

heating means fof- heating said distendable bladder 
positioned internal to sai/d distendable bladder; and 

control means fibr regulating the distending and 
heating of said distendalll'e bladder. 



V 



2 . The apparatus of claim 1 , wherein said catheter 
is comprised of an external tubing, an internal tubing 
extending through said/external tubing, and at least one wire 
extending through said distal end and connected to said heating 



3. The apparatus of claim 2, wherein said inflating 
means comprises a fluid and a pump means connected to said 
internal tubing fo^ pumping said fluid into said distendable 
applicator . 

4. Th^ apparatus of claim 3, wherein ^sa id heating 
means comprises:/ \ 

a power source connected to said wire;| 
a heating element attached to said wire at said 
proximal end o/f the catheter and surrounded by said distendcible 



bladder; and 



heating said fluid ^rithin said distendable bladder so 



as to heat said distendable Bladder. 



5. The apparatus /of claim 4, wherein said control 
means is external to the utprus and connected to said inner 
tubing and said wires. \ 



6. The apparatujs of claim 3, wherein said pumping 
means comprises a hypodermic barrel connected to said inner 
tubing . 

7. The apparatjus\ of claim 6 ^.wherein said hypodermic 
barrel is connected to s^ifd\\inner tubbing by a three-way valve. 
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8 . The appa 



us of^ claim 1, further comprising 



means for disengaging sa|id applicator from said control means 
so that the applicator ^nd the control means may be separated. 



9. The apparatus of claim l, wherein said 
distendable bladder is /capable of resisting an internal 
pressure of at least 3/00 mmHg without rupturing and a 
temperature of at lea^t 2 50- farenhei\t without carbonizing. 



10. The apparatus of claim 9\, wherein said 
distendable bladder is selected from the\ group comprising latex 
rubber . 



11. The /apparatus of claim 2, wherein said external 
tubing is selected / from the group comprising\ Teflon type 



\ 



tubing. 



12. The apparatus of/ claim 2, wherein said internal 
tubing is selected from the grcbup comprising Teflon type 
tubing. \ 



13. The apparatus/of claim 1, wherein said control 
means comprises: \ 

volume control ne^ns ; 
temperature control means ; 
pressure control means; and 
time control Wans. 



14. The apparatus of claim 13, wherein said 
temperature control meins^pmprises: 

a thermocouri]/jWrnal to said distendable bladder 
for measuring the temperature^ of said fluid; and 

fire display attached to said thermocouple 

by at least one wire* 



said tempferature display further providing a means 
for setting the temperature of seiid heating means. 



15. Tiid apparatus of claim 13, wherein said pressure 
control means comprises: 

a pressure sensor connected\to said applicator by 
said inner tubing; and 

a pressure display attached to said inner tubing; 

said /pressure display further providing a means for 
setting the pr/essure of said inflating means. 
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16. Th^ apparatu: 
control means comprises a c 



The apparatus 



programmable and connected 



18 . The apparatus 
positioning means for po^s 
the uterus . 



19. The apparatus 
positioning means comprises 
for indicating depth of ins 
into the uterus. 



20. The apparatji 
non-circulating. 




m 13, wherein 



im 16, wherein said clock is 
temperature control means. 

im 1, further comprising a 
id' distendable bladder in 



aim 18, wherein said 
gradations on said catheter 
said distendable bladder 



im 3, wherein said fluid is 



21. A method for effecting cauterization necrosis of 
the tissue lining of k mammalian body cavity comprising the 
steps of: 

(a) inserting a distendable bladder into the body 

cavity ; 

(b) inflating Mst^ distendable bladder to 
predetermined pressure w\t\/a fluid so that said distendable 
bladder is in contact with ' substantially all of the tissue 
lining for which necrosis is Ndesired; 

(c) heating said f]Nuid by means of a heating element 
positioned internal to said distendable bladder; 
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(d) controlling the temperature and pressure of said 
fluid by control me^ns connected to said distendable bladder; 
and 

(e) madTht£tning said bladder so inflated with said 
fluid at a temperat^reyfor a period of time sufficient to 

prosis of substantially all of the 
tissue lining of the bodV cavity for which necrosis is desired. 

22. A metShod as described in claim ^21/ wherein the 
exterior of said dis^^a^l-e^ bladder in contact with the tissue 
lining is maintained at a temperature of 190~ to 215-F and 
preferably about 210-K^ifor a period of time of from 4 to 12 
minutes, and preferably abound 6 minutes. 

^3. A method for effecting cauterization necrosis of 
an uterine endometrium comprising the steps of: 

(a) inserting a distendable bladder into the uterus; 

(b) inflating said distendable bladder to a 
predetermined pressure with a fluid so that said distendable 
bladder is in contact with substantially all of the 
endometrium ; 

(c) heating said fluid by means of a heating element 
positioned internal to said distendable bladder; 

(d) regulating the temperature and pressure of said 
fluid by control means connected to said distendable bladder; 
and 

(e) maintaining said bladder so inflated with said 
fluid at a temperature for a period of time sufficient to 
effect cauterization necrosis of substantially all of the 
uterine endometrium. 
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_-24. A method as described in claim .2-3^ wherein the 
exterior of said distendable bladder in contacted th the 
endometrium is maintained at a temperature of 190- to 215-F and 
preferably about 210-F for a period of time of from 4 to 12 
minutes, and preferably around 6 minutes. 



